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I. Introduction

Both nobles — Pet ro Smolytskyy and Mat viy-Stanislav
Ustrytskyy lived in different centuries, but both were born
on Sanok land, had Ukrainian roots, came through similar
typical f or th e n obles of th ese ti mes s tages of s elf-
affirmationi n nobles ociety. T heirs uccessful life
strategies are g ood ex amples h ow prov incial nobility
gained property and reached socio-political growth within
their regional communities.

The period between 15th and 17th centuries was a time
when the nobility dominated in social and political life of
Western U kraine. During this period of time in ordert o
implement a successful life strategy a noble should take a
few 1 mportant step s to b e self -affirmated in t he noble
society—t oex pandt he prope rtyco mplex, g ain
government post and gradually move up the career ladder,
make a prof itable marriage with repres entative of oth er
wealthy and influential aristocratic families. This strategy
we can follow on the example of two Ukrainian nobles —
Petro Smolytskyy and Matviy-Stanislav Ustrytskyy.

[I. The activity of Petro Smolynskyy and
Matviy-Stanislav Ustrytskyy on Sanock land

Petro S molytskyy (1 1463 )s howed h imselfas a n
extremely successful noble in public and economic li fe.
Being born in underprivileged noble family, Smolytskyy
achieved t he statusofon e of t hel eaders of S anok
nobility.

It is not officially known in which village on Sanok land
Peter Smolytskyy wasbo mbeca use hedi dn’to wn
Smolnytsya th at was1 ocatedo nth e San oklan d.P.
Dembkovskyy explained that this surname was used because
once Smolytskyy kept Smolytsya village [1, p. 17] in their
possession. B utin  the firstd ocumented r ecord a bout
Smolytskyy is indicated a close relationship with the Pelnya
village and with the local nobility of Pelvelskyy.

Unfortunately t he s ources don ot pr ovide witht he
answer how Petro Smolytskyy began his career because in
early 1433 h e was already known as S anok Castellanus

(up to 1463 ), whose administration was one of the most
important at t hat ti me the gov ernment hierarchy of the
Sanok land. At the same time, during 1438-1442 he was
also known as Sanok mayor [2, p. 123]. Getting senatorial
government brought him to the forefront of the p olitical
state. In 1435 as Sanok Castellanus Petro Smolytskyy was
a member of general s ejm, where was con cluded a

settlement with th e T eutonic Or der [ 3, pp. 47-48;4 ,
p- 262]. Presumably, su cha rapi d ca reer g rowth was
patronaged and supported by Kmit - one of the strongest
powers of the Polish Crown, who occupied vast holdings
on the territory of Syanochchyna. This fact also indicates
the common emblem of both families (Srenava).

Entrepreneurial ab ility a nd political sit uation helped
Petro Smolytskyy to get rich very quickly. In a short time
with t he n umerous pu rchases, he became a member of
noble ¢ orporation o f Sanok 1and and s howed himselfas
one of the greatest and most influential local landowners.

Inthelate20's of t he 15th century Petro Smolytskyy
became a landowner on Sy anochchyna land. Here he was
holding T arhovyskaa nd L ancianyr oyale statesa nd
somewhat later he took Strahotyna land (in 1439) [5, pp.
29,44,52, 231,4 35].D uringhi sl aterl ife Pet ro
Smolytskyy di rected al 1 his eff orts to bu ild propert y
complex on Sanok land b y n umerous a cquisitions. T hus
due to acquisitions of new lands, Petro Smolytskyy became
an o wner of Zaryshynt own, V yzdiv, D luhe, V itryliv,
Kinske, Pelnya, Srohiv and Malynivka villages [5, pp. 85,
88, 188, 191, 147-148, 151, 169, 216, 371, 388].

Petro S molytskyy di d n ot | eave des cendants a fter hi s
death, s 01 nt he te stament h e decided to div  ide his
property a mong cl ose rel atives who appeared t o be h is
nephews [5, pp. 235, 435].

Ustrytskyy family is a striking example of noble family,
whose m embers f rom one generationto  another
strengthen its financial position. Being an owner in a few
generations o fso Itystvoi n P rykarpattia v illage, th e
Ustrytskyy became very rich and po werful family. T he
Ustrytskyy’s roots ca me from T ranscarpathia. An cestral
place — Us trzyky village which was located o n the very
border between Przemysl and Sanok lands.

One of the most prominent members of the family, and
one o fth e mostin fluential f igurein p ublicli feo f
Przemysl a nd Sa nok lands b ecame M atviy-Stanislav
Ustrytskyy. At a young age he got a g ood education and
took p art in military ca mpaigns. S ubsequently, Ma tviy-
Stanislav started his political career and became a d eputy
mayor of Prze mysl land. In earl y 1655h ebecamea
deputy judge in Sanok land. Matviy-Stanislav was a very
important figu re becau se he was elected as a leader of
nobility co ngress i n V yshensky Sej myk a nd i n 1658,
1659, 1662, 166 6, 16 76 was el ected as a mbassador of
Sanok land in Sejm in Warsaw [6, pp. 30- 35]. A tthat
time, M atviy-Stanislav is r eferred a sa 1 andowner in
Girski Ustrzyky and Kryvtsi villages on Sanok land [ 7,
pp. 856-857, 1322]. The main income of these mountain
estates came from breeding large and small cattle.

An acti ve so cial a nd p olitical activ ity, au thority o ver
populationon S anok1 and al lowed Mat viy-Stanislav
Ustrytskyy to become a judge on Sanok land in 1669 [4,
p. 288]. O nthatposthe served not only as a j udge but
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also con tributed to org anize th e def ense of th ¢ s tate
border f rom mountain robbe rs [6, pp. 30- 35]. O nthe
peak of th e g overnmental career h e becam e San ok
castellanus i n 1682 an d U strytskyy occu pied t hat pos t
until his death in 1683 [4, p. 264].

Ustrytskyy left three sons after his death and thanks to
their father all of t hem t ook h igh pos itions : Woj ciech
Ustrytskyy beca me Zhy dachiv pi dchashiy an d S anok
lovchyy ( 1677 ); Martyn — a nobleman of Jan III Sobieski
and an ambassador of Sejm from S anok land; Cl ement-
Ignatiy — S anok pi dkomoriy (1698 - 1712) and later he
became a castellanus (1712-1720) [6, pp. 37-38].

Conclusion

Ont heo neha nd P etro S molytskyya nd M atviy-
Stanislav Ustrytskyy lived in different historical time but
on the other hand — both of them are examples of similar
successful life strategies aimed at adv ancing through the
government hierarchy and the simultaneous d evelopment
of property complex..
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