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Haiiyacrinmie y mNOMITHYHIA TCHXONMOTii  HOCHIJDKYIOTBCS
imeonorii. 3araiom, HayKOBII BUBYAIOTh  ICHYBaHHI,
aKTYaJIbHICTh Ta 3MiHH ifeonoriif. barato BueHnx Hamarammch
BU3HAYUTH 3MICT PI3HUX 1JEONOTiYHMX IOIVIAAAIB, OCOOIUBO
cepen  gopocioro  HaceneHHs. OnHak, TUIBKM  JIesIKi
JIOCITI/PKEHHST 30CEPEDKCHI Ha PO3YMiHHI MiJUITKAMH HMOHSTTS
ineonoriit. Teopist comianbHOI perpe3eHTalii MoXXe CIyryBaTu
MOTEHIIHHOI0 ~ KOHIIENTYaJIbHOIO OCHOBOIO Ui  BUBYCHHS
COLIAJILHO-TICUXOJIONYHUX SIBHUIL, TaKUX SIK 3MICT 1aeomnorii uu
BIUIMB CUTYali{ Ha IX cOLiaJIbHY PENPEe3eHTALlil0.

MeTor0 HaIoro IOCHiKEHHS Oyln0 BHSABUTH, SIK CTapIIo-
KJIACHUKH YSBIISIIOTH IONITHYHE JIiBE Ta IpaBe KpWia, TOOTO
BHBYHTH iX COLliaJIbHE YSBICHHS, ITOB’ SI3aHE 3 17€0IOT15IMU.

Mu BHKOpUCTAJIM METOA acoljianii 3 0OMeXeHHSIM KiIBKOCTI
CIIiB, aJpKe HOro BUKOPHUCTAHHS JIONIOMOTAE HE JIMIIE OTPUMAaTH
HalOlbIlIe 3HaYeHBb, aJle i CTPYKTYPY pernpe3eHTaii.

VY HamoMy OCHI/DKEHH] B3sUIN y4acTh 228 cTapIIoKIacCHUKIB
3 Yropumnu. IM 6yln0 3anpornoHOBaHO 3amucaTH Tepuli I sATh
ciiB, SIKi IM NPUIILIIIM Ha AYMKY NIpU YBJICHHI JIIBUX Ta IPaBHX.

OTtpuMaHi pe3yIbTaTd MiATBEPIIH, IO COLialbHE YSBICHHS
IJUTITKIB NP0 JIiBUX-TIPaBUX MICTHTh YiTKO BH3HAuY€Hi 1 CTiMKi
€JIEMEHTH, HAaNpHKIaJ, YSABICHHS IPO CyYaCHUX MONITHIHHX
mistaiB,  imeonoriunmit  ¢oH  (HanpuKiam,  CcOLami3M UM
KOHCEpBaTU3M) i CHMBOJIYHHMI 3MiCT, OCOOIHBO KOJIBOPH, SIKi
acoliIoThCA 3 MMM maprismu. Lli koHcTpykuii ¢dopmyrors
OCHOBHY CTPYKTYypy pemnpe3enTawii. He3paxaroun Ha craOinbHi
€JIEMEHTH, 0 9acTo 3yCTPIUaroThCs IX OCTaHHI acowiamii Oynmn
Ppi3Hi, pe3ybTaTH CBiJUaTh, 10 PI3HOMAHITHICTH PENpe3eHTaLLil
BUCOKa, TOMY BOHa 1IIe He crabimi3yBamack 1 He
KOHCOJIi 1yBaJ1ach.
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In daily discourse people often talk about the ‘left’ and
‘right’ as a potential label of their political identity. Are these
names just smple labels or do they have an underlying
content? The social representations theory can be a conceptual
framework to examine the core- and peripheral contents of
ideologies. A plenty of research have investigated adults
political views and thoughts, but only a few <udies
concentrated on teenagers opinion and concepts about
ideologies. The aim of this paper (as a part of a bigger
research) was to reveal adolescents' social representations of
the palitical Left and Right.

Using the Five Words Association Method we attempted to
explore the social representation of political Left and Right
among adolescents. 228 high school students participated in
the study. Data showed that the core gructure of the
representation is formed by current political actors, ideologies
and symbalic contents, such as colors regardliess to the wing.
In addition, periphery mosly included actual-political
contents, methods and tools of political activity. An affective
evaluation also was characterigtic for both sides, however, the
direction varied. Left was associated more often with negative
adjectives and deviant behavior. These findings refer to the
importance of historical context.

Keywords: Left-wing, Right-wing, social representation, five
words associ ation method, adolescents

[. Introduction

Ideologies constitute one of the mostly studied
areas of political psychology. Numerous studies have
tried to define the content of different ideological
views used in daily communication about politics. In
Hungary like in other post-communist countries
characteristics of ideologies are significantly
influenced by the historical context, therefore it can
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be an interesting subject to research. The aim of this
study is to examine the constitution of political left
and right among high school students. The theory of
social representations can be a potential conceptual
framework to investigate social psychological
phenomena of modern societies.

The theory of social representation

When political, scientific, professional and ideological
concepts diffuse into daily discourse, they are transformed
or become integrated into social representations, which
are forms of thinking and of activities based on ‘folk
logic’ (Moscovici, 1984).

They prescribe socially shared definitions of social
phenomena enacted both in language and in
communi cative situations. According to Moscovici (1984)
there are differences between collective and social
representations.

While collective representation concerns to whole
societies, social representation refers to smaller groups of
the society. They are also less dtatic than collective
representations and change dynamically.

Two main mechanisms play roles in the construction of
socia representations. Objectification means
naturalization, simplification and concretization of an
abstract concept through perceptive selection and
decontextualization. The first step of the process is
filtering the available information or that pieces which fit
with the values of the group. Because of the group
interprets the phenomenon fredly, it can be biased, but
coherent. The selected notions generate the figurative core
of the representation. According to Abric (1994), who
cals it as central core, it contains only a few, particular
elements, composes the concrete substance of the
representation. Actually, it defines the whole meaning of
the representation (Orosz, 2010).

The other important component in the structure of
social  representations is the periphery. Periphera
elements are organized around the central core and have
connection with it, so their presence, values and functions
are determined by it. The periphery matches the
environment and the central core. It is more flexible than
the central core, which isarigid structure. They compose
aduplex system.

The other mechanism of construction is anchoring.
Through categorization the new, sometimes unfamiliar
information hitches to old ones and becomes more
familiar to values, integrates into the pre-existing
frames.

Language is a system built on social representations,
which can follow the changes and formations of social
representations  easily  (Moscovici, 1984). Free
association's method uses explicitly the richness of
language in order to explore the social representation of a
social object, providing information about the structure of
the representations.

Adolescents’ representations of political ideologies

Children views about palitics have not been studied
extensively and aso the methods for gathering empirical

data are poorly developed. They often do not use the
adults forms and terms to express their political opinion,
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nor identify their views or action as political (Kallio &
Hakli, 2011). But they have own opinion, they are
interested in politics and have initial representations of
ideological, political phenomenon. These representations
are important because they can influence later political
actions, views, etc.

School has a major influence on political socialization,
even bigger than family background (Himmeweit &
Swift, 1969). Not just the type of the inditution provides
a determinate atmosphere, but also the community and
friends. In an empirical sudy (Banks & Roker, 1994) 15-
18 years old girls from two types of school — state and
private — were asked about social inequality, poverty and
unemployment. A number of dignificant different
orientations were indentified between state and private
school students (e. g. the private school sample had a
greater interest in politics).

In addition, students from different types of high schools
can be an appropriate sample to investigate and compare
adolescents' socid representati ons about ideol ogies.

Il. Method

The methodology of free associations is widely used in
order to explore the social representation of a concept,
which is based on the possible connection between a
stimulus (e.g. questions or words) and an answer (e.g.
words or sentences). In our research we used the “Five
Words Association Method”. The most important
advantage of this method is that it is capable of exploring
not just the content, but also the structure of a
representation, i.e. the central and peripheral meaning as
well. Moreover, the data collection is fast and its analysis
is clear and well-defined. According to the method our
participants were asked to note down the first five words
that came to their mind related to Left-wing and Right-
wing. Theinstruction was the following:

“The expressions ‘Left-wing’ and ‘Right-wing’ are a
recurring feature of public discourse. Please note down
the firgt five words that come to mind when you think
about the following concepts!

What are the first words you associate with (political)
Left?

What are the first words you associate with (political)
Right?”

For analyzing the data we modified the content analysis
method introduced by Ziill, Scholz and Schmitt (2010) on
a German sample. We used their framework and their
main categories, however, we rationalized and
supplemented the system with new country-specific
elements and categories. Finaly, associations were
classified into 9 main categories (Ideologies, Societal
Values, Symbolic Contents, Time and Space, Social
Groups, Current Political Actors, Tools and Methods of
Political Activity, Affective Contents, Not Classifiable
Answers). Then we created middle- and subcategories as
well, and al answers were classified into this hierarchica
system. Each answer was coded by two different
researchers. In the case of discrepancy a third researcher
was included in the coding process.
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lll. Sample

228 adolescents participated from nine classes of three
different high schools. The schools varied in their profile.
The sample included an elite high school, a common high
school and a vocational school located in the Hungarian
capital. 41% (N=94) of participants attended the 3rd year
of an €lite high school, 34% (N=77) were 3rd year
students of a common high school. 25% (N=57) of them
studied in the 2nd and 3rd years of a vocationa schoal.

V. Results

In the followings we present the general findings of the
whole sample for both wings. Then we discuss the
structure, the core and peripheral contents and the density
of Left-Right representations of adolescents.

General findings

Altogether 1654 associations were classifiable, 836 of
them related to the Right-wing and 818 to the Left-wing.
In 630 cases the associations were not meaningful or the
participant denied the answer. Table I. presents a general
overview about the results based on main and middle
categories.

TABLE |. FREQUENCY OF ASSOCIATION IN THE MAIN AND MIDDLE
CATEGORIES FOR BOTH SIDES

According to the frequencies of associations the most
significant differences between the content of Left's and
Right's representation were in the following categories:
Ideologies, Societal Values, Time and Space, Tools and
Methods of Pdlitical Activity and Affective Contents.
More than 11% of answers showed association between
ideological contents and the Left, but only in 5% were
connected ideologies to the Right. However, ideological
associations related to the Right-wing were more diverse
and varied than ideological contents of the Left-wing.
Right-wing associations included ideologies such as
Conservatism,  Racism,  Antisemitism,  Fascism,
Nationalism etc. In contrast, Left-wing associations
involved only Liberalism, Socialisn and Communism. In
addition, Societal Values were associated to the Right two
and a half times more often than to the Left. Moreover,
Left-wing was connected with general values, such as
equality or solidarity, but participants associated a wide
range of values to the Right-wing, such as national
sentiment, religious values or the importance of traditions.
Participants also tended to relate Left with the past, while
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Right with the future. Regarding to the palitical activity
actua-political and methodological contents were more
frequent in the case of Right, which is not surprising,
since the current Hungarian government was established
by a Right-wing party. In addition, Left was associated
with general, classica contents, such as education palicy.
In the affective contents there were remarkable
differences as well. Adol escents connected norm-breaking
and deviant behavior two more times with Left-
orientation than with Right-orientation.

In spite of significant differences important similarities
were also observed. The frequencies of political actors
and symboalic contents, especially the number of colors
were relative high for both sides. Likewise in the number
of unclassifiable answers there was no difference between
Left and Right.

The Sructure of Representation

Figs 1. and 2. present the ratio of main categoriesin the
mirror of the association's range. Patterns of Left and
Right are excessively similar, different main categories
follow the same decderation on both figures. It is
conspicuous that the number of unclassifiable answers
increases rapidly. Participants associated one or two
words very easy, however, the more associations we
asked, the higher the ratio of non-response was.

FIGURE 1. RATIO OF DIFFERENT M AIN CATEGORIESIN THE MIRROR
OF THE ASSOCIATION'S RANGE — RIGHT-WING

FIGURE 2. RATIO OF DIFFERENT M AIN CATEGORIESIN THE MIRROR
OF THE ASSOCIATION'S RANGE - LEFT-WING

In order to explore the core and peripheral elements of a

concept, we have to take into consideration not just the
frequency of an association, but also its range. Words with
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high frequency and low range form the core structure of a
social representation. According to our results current
political actors and ideological contents comply with this
condition in both cases. Until firgly our participants
associated an actor or an ideology to the Left in 32% and
to the Right in 40%, in the case of the 5th association this
ratio was only around 10% regardless to the orientation.

The number of associations in the other main categories
seemed to be stable. However, analyzing the middle
categories of the 7th main category labeled as Tools and
Methods of Political Activity results revealed that these
middle categories play an important role in the structure
of representation. Figs 3. and 4. show the frequency of
each middle categories in connection with the range of
association. According to our data actual-political
contents were frequent in the late associations but they
rarely came into mind on the first or second places. The
same was true for general concept, especially in the case
of Left. These contents had a high frequency but also a
high range, thus they form peripheral elements of the
representation of Left-Right ideologies.

80 u Methods
Tools

¥ General Contents
. . m Actual-poltical Contents
1st sth

Mumber of Associations
5 8 &5 3 3 3
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FIGURe 3. TooLs AND METHODS OF POLITICAL ACTIVITY:
NUMBER AND RANGE OF ASSOCIATIONS FOR SUBTYPES (RIGHT-
WING)

60 ™ Methods
Tools
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50 - W Actual-political Contents
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FIGURE 4. TooLs AND METHODS OF POLITICAL ACTIVITY:
NUMBER AND RANGE OF ASSOCIATIONS FOR SUBTYPES (LEFT-
WING)
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Regarding to density it is apparent, that the associations
captured a wide range of contents, however, they varied
along certain number of well-defined main categories.

V. Conclusion

Our results proved that adolescents do have an opinion
and a social representation about palitical Left- and Right-
orientation, even if its core is symbolic or limited to
political actors or to the definition of ideologica
background. Data also show that at that age representation
about Left-Right political orientations has not been
consolidated yet, it is very diverse and has a reative
extended peripheral ring. However, focusing only on main
categories we revealed some core elements and the nature
of the periphera gructure aswell.

The generd results dso showed basic differences
between the representation, the meaning and the levd of
abstraction of the political wings.

Analyzing the subcategories we can explore a wider
and more well-defined system, which may be capable of
capturing the processes how adolescents organize their
concepts and knowledge about ideol ogies.

In alongitudinal research project we intend to explore,
to what extent the representation changes and whether it
can consolidate.
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