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In the year 2009 I was appointed by the Province of Trento – Superintendence of the 
Architectonic and Environmental Heritage of the task to perform the studies and researches 
and the preparation of the graphic layout of the “Catalogue of the fortifications of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire”. 

The result of this work has been the preparation of the electronic format of the 
“Catalogue of the Fortifications of the Austro-Hungarian Empire” divided in 4 volumes: 

• 1st Volume: Historical Overview – Proposals. It is a comprehensive historical 
overview of the different schools of fortifications ranging from the French, to the Prussian and 
the Habsburg where there are analysed on one side the different typologies of territorial 
settlement of the fortified assets (defence systems, mixed polygon system, the entrench camp 
and the fortified regions); on the other side the different types of the fortified assets (artillery 
tower, polygonal fort, armoured fort, Trentino fort).  The volume provides also a range of 
proposals of an European Network of the Fortifications of the Austro-Hungarian Empire; 

• 2nd Volume: Fortifications of Trentino Region  For each city or area that has a 
relevant defence system there a general fiche where firstly there is a historical-cartographic 
overview and analysis completed with historical maps, cartographic maps and Google maps 
where there are highlighted all the military installations. The further step is a detailed fiche for 
each single military asset, starting from a grid where you can acknowledge the key 
information on the status of preservation of the asset, the property, the current utilisation, the 
type of asset and the date of its origin and the following relevant architectonic modifications. 
The fiche is divided in two following paragraphs – 1) the historical-architectonic features, and 
2) environment and territory - that are enriched with 3D graphic elaborations, orthophotos, 
cartographic extracts, historical drawings and photos; 

• 3rd Volume: Fortifications of the Regions of Lombardia, of Veneto and of Friuli 
Venezia Giulia The same methodology of the former volume it is applied also for the 3rd and 
the 4th Volume.  The analysis is enriched by diagrams of the different defence systems located 
in each of the three Italian northern regions; 

• 4th Volume: European Fortifications: this volume is the crowning achievement of 
the other three volumes. It is enriched by the schemes of the European Defence Systems and 
deep comparative analyses thorough the “state of art “ graphic tools of the various schemes 
of existent Austro-Hungarian fortified systems, taking into account the comparison of 
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different  types of defence systems and fortifications according to a scientific and historical 
classification. 

1. A work in progress. 
The recognition of the value and the importance of the fortified heritage achieved by the 

Austro-Hungarian Empire, not only can be traced back to a dimension "of military history", 
but should be reported in a wider context, historical, cultural, social and economic. 

The aim of this study not was to make an analysis of all these themes, though it is very 
important. We have wanted to research informations and elements in order to describe the 
consistency and the vastness of the built heritage fortified, as first element on which to 
develop a wider knowledge way. 

In the ten countries examined: Italy, Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, Montenegro, Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Poland, Ukraine, have been identified 32 defensive system of 
urban or territorial feature (10 European and 22 Italian) with a total of 516 forts (323 
European and 193 Italian). 

In this context of big numbers, certainly are still remaining others fortifications to 
catalogue, and should be added the other works connected to the defensive system as the 
commands, barracks, arsenals, hospitals, military factories, storages and the depots, the 
powder kegs, and so on.., as well as road and railway infrastructure too. 

These data emphasize only some aspects of this big complex of fortifications, for 
example the number and the status of preservation and the diffusion on territory; the aspects 
more “qualitative” historical, typological and technological, architectonic and environmental 
emerge from the reading of the study in its complex. 

Furthermore, there must be considered also the relations that have featured this heritage 
in its history, not only for what is concerning the politics and the economy of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, but also accordingly to the established relations with the population of the 
states and of the local regions under the historic, economic, social and cultural perspective.   

We must also underline how the urban and the territory developments have been 
affected, limited and fostered by the accomplishment of these fortified systems and how they 
have also defined also the following development of these sites until nowadays. 

 
2. The European network of fortifications of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 
All the features that we have briefly described males unique, un-repeatable and 

Universal the fortified heritage built by the Austro-Hungarian Empire between the XIX and 
the XX century, such to consider it as World Heritage (UNESCO). 

It represent an universal contribution to the history of the military architecture. The 
heritage is an evidence of the European evolution of the defense technology from the XIX to 
the XX Century, grounded on theories and strategies set up in a coherent relation with the 
territory. 
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The constructive genius made it possible to create works of great architectural value well 
integrated into a historical, urban, environmental-landscape context. 
These works highlights an unitary vision of military strategy, architecture and building, 
engineering and technological innovation, economy and social organization. 
With these premises, it is necessary the set up of an EUROPEAN NETWORK OF THE 
FORTIFICATIONS OF THE AUSTRO-HUNGAIAN EMPIRE, that should lead to the set up 
of a cooperation in the European framework. 

The points summarized above to underline the role and the importance of this heritage 
on the European history and not only. 

The big defensive system of Hapsburg, in a unit strategic plan, is divided in several 
regional areas; in turn divided in several fortified towns, which are still existed in 10 
European countries. All defensive works are been conceived and realized in coordination with 
each other so that to form inseparable elements of a big “system”; for this reason is important 
to research a model of development that goes beyond the local area and extends to wider view 
of regional scale. 

The European history has been featured by divisions and conflicts and the defense 
systems are the logic consequence, in fact they have been built as barrier between the North 
and the South, between the East and the West, between the countries and the regions...and so 
on. 

Along these “borders” tremendous wars have been fought, were millions of men have 
lost their life and there have been created deep lacerations in the social fabric of the involved 
populations. 

All this nowadays represent a relevant historic and architectonic heritage, that mostly is 
preserved, that other than to constitute the memory of this past, it can represent an opportunity 
of cultural, social and economic growth for many countries. 

The process of the European unification, that has started at the end of World War II and 
that has continued with the fall of the “Wall of Berlin”, has been an “epoch-making” in which 
the countries that have fought for countries, have started a new path of economic, cultural and 
social cooperation. 

The set up of the Trans-European corridors (TEN) has represented one of these politics 
of cooperation, where goods, persons, energy and communication systems circulates.  

In this framework of European cooperation, the fortified systems, from elements of 
“separation” can become elements of connection of territories. 

The defense systems can become the “new European corridors”, that is to say  
“CULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURES”  were to promote the collaboration between the 
different countries according to a balanced economic and social development. 

For this reason it is desirable the set up of the NETWORK OF THE EUROPEAN 
FORTRESSES that would allow us to set up paths and thematic itineraries that can connect 
the Austro-Hungarian forts with the Prussian, Italian, French, Dutch…. System. 
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3. Future objective 
The valorization of the Trentino defensive system must be research in a wider territorial 

view, able both to recognize the peculiarities of this area by the historical, architectural and 
environmental characters, and to connect it to the larger system of the Austro-Hungarian 
fortresses in Europe. 

The constitution of the EUROPEAN NETWORK OF FORTIFICATIONS Austro-
Hungarian Empire should activate 4 actions of cooperation in Europe. 

- Network of fortifications for the European Community projects: 
Development of a collaborative network, local, regional and transnational for the 

recovery of the fortified heritage in Europe, with the establishment of a working group that 
promotes strategic projects in order to valorize the experience and skills of individual 
partners. 

- Cultural network of fortresses: 
The establishment of a cultural way for the European fortresses, capable of creating the 

economic development and tourism promotion. 
The creation of a market and a common strategy of cultural resources, with the 

development of guidelines to use in each defensive system in order to promote the synergy 
between the resources and heritage of each local community. 

- Innovative strategies: from cultural resource to factor of social and economic growth:  
Elaboration of innovative strategies for the exploitation of defensive systems and their 

fortresses in order to assure the compatibility between recovery and use of the historic 
monument and its environmental context. 

The research for a first base of financing is essential to promote a model of economic 
development, to be monitored over time, capable to start a self-sustaining economic 
mechanism of activities present or connected with the fortress. 

The recovery of the fortresses is an opportunity to create "services", "urban quality", 
"environmental quality" and then a new sociality in the local communities. 

- Scientific cooperation, cultural and educational:  
Promotion of a cooperation between Scientific world (Universities, specialized 

Institutions), Cultural and Educational communities in order to produce locally integrated 
projects of culture. 

The creation of the network of fortifications of the Austro-Hungarian empire can 
strengthen the link among the various European countries that historically have been part by 
promoting cultural activities and common socio-economic development of the territory. 
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Table. 1. Catalogue of fortifications of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

 

80

Lviv Polytechnic National University Institutional Repository http://ena.lp.edu.ua



 
Ta

bl
e.

 2
. A

n 
ex

am
pl

e 
of

 a
 fo

rm
 in

 th
e 

ca
ta

lo
gu

e.
 T

he
 c

as
e 

of
 V

er
on

a 
de

fe
nc

e 
sy

st
em

 

81

Lviv Polytechnic National University Institutional Repository http://ena.lp.edu.ua



 
Ta

bl
e.

 3
. A

n 
ex

am
pl

e 
of

 a
 fo

rm
 in

 th
e 

ca
ta

lo
gu

e.
 T

he
 c

as
e 

of
 V

er
on

a 
de

fe
nc

e 
sy

st
em

: t
he

 fo
rm

 o
f t

he
 fo

rt.
 

82

Lviv Polytechnic National University Institutional Repository http://ena.lp.edu.ua



 
Ta

bl
e.

 4
. A

n 
ex

am
pl

e 
of

 a
 fo

rm
 in

 th
e 

ca
ta

lo
gu

e.
 T

he
 c

as
e 

of
 V

er
on

a 
de

fe
nc

e 
sy

st
em

: d
es

cr
ip

tio
n.

 

83

Lviv Polytechnic National University Institutional Repository http://ena.lp.edu.ua



 
Table. 5. Scheme of european defence system: Pola, Olmütz. 
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Table. 6. Scheme of european defence system: Cracovia, Przemysl. 
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Table. 7. Comparison of type of fortifications and defensive systems. 
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