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Introduction

The States Archives of North Rhine-Westphalia (Landesarchiv NRW) [1]
preserve the documents of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia (which exists
since 1946) and its predecessors, going back to the middle ages. North Rhine-
Westphdia is the most populated of the 16 German gates, with 17.5 million
inhabitants.

Establishing networks, creating e-archives

Our professiond exchangeisnot limited to archivigs but d soindudeslibrarians
The German language-based network nestor [2] isan example of these activities It
sarted from alibrarian point of view, but touches aspects of long-term preservation
which concern key archiva subjects. Thus, anumber of publications (some of them
available in English, online) [3-5] are collaborative works of archivids, librarians
and IT specidids In June 2015, anestor workshop dedi cated to practical aspects of
long-term preservation will be hosted by our archives.

ADD+ means “Acquidtion sysem for Digital Data’. It is being developed since
2010 by our archives to serve as a modular system primarily for the acquisition,
sorage and use of born digitds Archiva description is excluded from ADD+
because we use a specid programme for this purpose. The competibility of both
systemsisindicated by the“+”-signin thename ADD+.

ADD+ is designed and run by an in-house project team composed of archivists
and IT specidids It isbased on systems devel oped by the German federal archives
and the municipa archives of the city of Stuttgart, Baden-Wiirttemberg (Southern



233

Germany). For the actua programming, the archives have commissoned the
computer companies HP and SER. In order to cut costs the Landesarchiv NRW
has been cooperating with other German archives (federal, sate and municipd) in
the form of network dructures for four years now. This network exchanges
modules on a voluntary basis. The modules are then adapted individualy to each
archives needs.

Three modules of ADD+ arein operdtion to date: the acquisition of unsructured
data (like file structures with texts and pictures) [6], the acquistion of databases
and the access module, which is being tested right now. Our next projects are the
development of modules for the acquisition of eectronic files (which we plan to
create this year) and for cusom software (prevalent especidly with the judiciary).
Web-archiving is a topic we will attend to as wdl. Due to limited resources,
however, we haveto prioritise

ADD+ covers the following functions regulation and documentation of the data
transfer; preparation of the datain the form of archiva packages, preparation and
sorage of the archival packages; preparation of metadata for archival description;
internal  enquiries (research); cooperation with our programme for archiva
description and use

ADD+ works according the OAIS modd. It comprises a Pre-Ingest-Tool sat
(PIT) for the primary preparation of the materid (gathering metadata, formet
validation, ...) and DOXiA dating with the ingest, contralling the overdl
workflow and the Sorage systems, serving as an interna database for research and
being able to export metadata for the archival description system which is not part
of ADD+.

The process of trandfer, ingest and quality management involves the authaorities,
archivigs as adminigtrators who are reponsible for the organizational and technica
procedures, and those archivists who are respongble for qudity control concerning
the contents of the d ectronic records. ADD+ supparts any kind of rolemodds
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