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Abstract — This research looks at the current status and
trends of global governance and the role of the United Nations
in this process. The aim of the article is to analyze the
possibility of the UN to act as a global government. It is
analyzed the current condition of the UN agencies and their
ability to make decisions about global challenges.
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|. Introduction

Globalization has become an essential feature in today's
society, whichr equiresactiv estab ilizingan d
countervailing ¢ ontrol mechanisms o fc¢ omplex world
processes. Global ch anges ov er th e pas t decade h ave
resulted in a more interdependent and complex world than
ever before. While the global policy has focused primarily
onin tegrationas pect,t heeff ectsof g rowing
interdependence between countries were ignored, leading
to the emergence of a systemic risk.

Il. Global Governance and the United
Nations System

The 2008-2009 financial crisis illustrates the failure of
even s ophisticated g lobal i nstitutionst o manage t he
underlying forces of a  systemicris k,an dt hisi s
symptomatic of i nstitutional failure to keep pace with
globalization. T he lesso ns from t he financial cr isis n ot
only highlighted t he real threat of a sy stemic ri sk, but
morei mportantly,t heyex posedt heprof ound
shortcomings o f g lobal i nstitutions i n order t o m anage
global systemic risks in the future. The fact that the most
developed s ystems of global governance failed to detect
andn eutralizet hreats prov okedb ygl obalization
highlights the scale and urgency of the problem.

Today's 1i mited global g overnance s ystem h as led to
creation of various informal groups, meetings and forms
of t he i nternational co mmunity, which al lowed ti me to
take collective actions. These informal groups such as the
G8 andthe G20, as well as regional org anizations, are
gaining greater influence in global g overnance. T hey are
seeking forin tegrated solutions. Ne w members of
international cooperat ion, which part icipate i n global
governance, ¢ hallenge t he p residing r ole in tr aditional
multilateral institutions, mainly the United Nations.

The Un ated Natio ns co ordinates activ ities b etween
states on a global scale It is the only inter-governmental
organization w ith a truly un iversal m embership (193
governments). In addition to the main organs and various
humanitarian programs and commissions of the UN itself,
there are about 20 functional organizations affiliated with
the UN's Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), such
asth e W orld Health Or ganization, t he I nternational
Labour Or ganization, an dI nternational

Telecommunications U nion. T he ot her UN departments
are the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and
the World Trade Organization. Militarily, the UN deploys
peacekeeping forces, usually to build and maintain post-
conflict peace and stability.

The United Nations plays four essential functions as an
intellectual actor:

. managing knowledge,

. developing norms,

. promulgating recommendations,
. institutionalizing ideas.

Over sixty years the United Nations has played a central
role in adoption of many global issues. Today the United
Nations should p osition itselfin new waysandonthe
world sta ge an d b uild cap abilities to e nsure e fficiency,
transparency a nd eff ectiveness o ft he decis ion-making
process.

The role of the UN as a mediator bet ween s tate and
polycentric world r equires it s functional a nd str uctural
reform i n order t o ref lect t he g lobal redi stribution of
power. Specifically there are two main ways of the United
Nations development:

1) A g radual i ncreasing o fth e leg itimacy of t he
Security Council and its effectiveness;

2) The evolution o fthe UN Security Council to wards
quasi government (General Assembly - the equivalent of
national parliaments, the IMF - the world's central bank,
etc.).

Today there are a lot of discussions about the role of the
UN in global governance. It is proposed to consider the
UN as an ex ecutive body of U.S.an dits s atellites,
because on ly adv anced and developed dem ocracies can
ensure de mocratic legitimacy and practical ef fectiveness
of the United Nations. In another embodiment it is offered
to provide all sovereign states (or their people) in the UN
with equal rights in political decision-making that meets
the basic principles of liberal democracy.

However, if the UNO i s considered as a su pranational
organization that would p erform the functions o f gl obal
government, t he q uestion o f reforming t he o rganization
will become urgent. Scientists have expressed many ideas
about this issue. Thus, George Soros, supports the idea of
a radical reform of the UN towards a global civil society.
The main cause of structural imperfections in the UN, in
his o pinion, is th e fact th at w hile d eclaring i mmutable
principle o f national sovereignty, the UN " pushes" itself
ina logical trap, where the interests of s tates does not
necessarily coin cide with t he in terests o f'th e people.
Another important aspect in the process of UN reform is
to addres s the mismatch pos ition of the five per manent
members o fthe Security C ouncil. Sin ce i n practice th e
permanent members rarely re ach agreement on the most
important issues, the council "as is theoretically the most
powerful i nstitution o n ear th" actu ally b locks t he UN,
transforming the organization into an inefficient structure.

One way to reform the UN, according to many experts,
ist o creat e an other a ssembly ba sed on proport ional
representation by popu lation, regardless of nation s tates.
This str ucture will b e similarto th eb icameral U. S.
Congress an d cou Id cl aimt o be aw orld parl iament.
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However, many scie ntists ar e sk eptical r elating to t his
proposal, arguing about t he i mpossibility o f the con cept
of democratic representation on a "one person - one vote"
scheme in today's world. To effectively reform the United
Nations in the way of enh ancing its e ffectiveness in t he
system of global po wer, itis necessary t o percept t he
realities of modern global world. F. Fu kuyama proposes
to recognize these realities as the following statements:

1. The old s cheme o f international relations, according
to which the world order f ormed solely on the basis o f
sovereign na tion st ates are no longer sui table for the
modern world, an din th e f uture can not en sure th e
legitimacy a nd ef fectiveness o fth e o rganization i n t he
international arena.

2.UNcan operate s uccessfully ins uchareas as
peacekeeping an d nation-building, b utit is structurally
limited in the simultaneous e nsuring t he le gitimacy a nd
effectiveness of the other activities.

3. The UN is not a hierarchical organization, capable of
decisive actions. It can act o nly by consensus, and it is
partially d ependent o n its sponsors in atte mpts to u se
material resources, military forces and equipment.

4. Realistic sc hemes o f i nternational actions, e ffective
and legitimate at the same time, should be kept in mind in
the d evelopmento fa new UN1i nstitutionsa ndth e
adaptation o fe xisting ton ew conditions. F urther UN
function should not be performed by a g lobal institution,
but by a network o finternational o rganizations, " which
could provide the power and legitimacy of actions against
various attacks against international order."

Conclusion
In today's gl obalized world, the question of creating a
united i nstitution o f global go vernance ha sb ecome

urgent. Today there are several organizations that are able
to p artially fulfill this r ole, butthe most r eputable a nd
authorized one is the United Nations. On the one hand,
the UN has the required structures to perform the role of
global power. On the other hand, as the most famous and
sustainable institution of global governance UN does not
correspond to many of the challenges, and therefore needs
a radical reform.
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